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Worthy Sir Knights, Ladies, and
Friends of the Fourth Degree,
First, I’d must apologize for the very late submission of
my input to Newsletter Editor Mike Forehand. Mike has
been very patient. Your late receipt of this November
newsletter is not Mike’s fault.
Second, I’d like to congratulate the twenty-seven new Sir
Knights, twenty-five of whom are Maryland Knights.
Their names appear elsewhere in this newsletter. Thank
you to the Assemblies who recruited these Knights and
the proposers of these men who will continue to walk with
them in their Knightly journey. Thank you to the finest
District Degree Team in the Calvert Province, heeded up
by Past State Deputy and Former Master Ed Haynes.
Well Done!!! Thank you also to the Color Guard led by
SK Jim Duryee and the Color Corps led by Provincial and
District Marshal Tommy Ebaugh and assisted by Marshal
Marty Nau. A special thank you to District Secretary Bill
Copes for expertly caring for all of the vital administrative
details that make any degree possible and the District so
successful. Bill pulled double duty stepping into the
music role at the last minute and assisting SK Mike Little
with the audio-visual efforts during the degree. Thank
you to the Color Corps members who turned out and
assisted with the smooth execution of the degree. Thank
you to all those who attended the degree, especially the
six Faithful Navigators. My personal thanks go out to
Pangborn Assembly and Faithful Navigator John
Navarro, ably assisted by his wife Lady Julia and SK Bob
Skok, for the use of the Assembly home and the fine meal.
Our Honoree was Former Supreme Director and Past
State Deputy Ron White. Ron has always been a great
supporter of the Order, the Fourth Degree, and me. Thank
you, Ron,!! I had the privilege of presenting an Eagle
Sculpture to Ron for his leadership, as well as an Honoree
certificate. Lady Jaqueline was presented a bouquet of
roses as a special thanks for her support to Ron, the
Maryland District, and our Order.

Lady Eleanor and a group of Ladies including, Lady
Jaqueline White, Lady Patty Thumm, Lady Annie
Powers, Lady Judy Head wife of Former Vice Supreme
Master and State Deputy of Virginia Richie Head, Lady
Lynn from the Archdiocese of Washington District and
many more, had a lively Ladies Activity where welcomed
the wives of the new Sir Knights into the Fourth Degree.
Maryland State Program Director and Cross Catholic
member Terry Waters provided a very informative
presentation on the Box of Joy program, the Food packing
program, and an overview of the great work carried out
by Cross Catholic through the financial and in person
support of individuals and groups, including the Knights
of Columbus. The Ladies came away with a new found
understanding of the work of Cross Catholic and the
plight of so many less fortunate people around the World
and in the United States. Thank you, Terry, for all that
you do. You most definitely live our Principles of
Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and Patriotism. If you or your
Assembly, Council, or Chapter want to learn more about
Cross Catholic or how you can assist in their mission,
reach out to Terry Waters. Thank you, Lady Eleanor and
all the Ladies, for helping the new Ladies understand the
Fourth Degree and starting them on the right track to work
with their new Sir Knights and Assemblies in carrying out
great Patriotic and Civic Programs.
Our Ladies and families are a vital part of all we do as
Knights of Columbus. In November we traditionally
remember those Knights and family members who have
been called home by the Lord. Recall that one of the
reasons our founder, Blessed Michael McGivney,
founded our Order was to care for the widows and
orphans and to see to their needs, spiritual and material.
If your Assembly does not have an active Widows and
Orphans program, now is an excellent time to start one.
We should be regularly reaching out to these widows and
orphans, inviting them to our Assembly activities,
gatherings, and parties. Sharing information and assisting
them in every way possible. If we can’t take care of our
own, how can we take care of others who we don’t know.
Remember our Widows and Orphans.
As we give thanks this November, let us recall those
Pilgrim immigrants who came to this new land and were
assisted by the native inhabitants that first brutal winter.
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Recall the millions of immigrants who came to this land
since then seeking a better life. Nearly all of us are
immigrants or sons and daughters of immigrants. This
Nation of immigrants was founded largely upon Christian
principles and the Church’s sons and daughters have
always tried to follow those principles. Using the talents
and Blessings given to each of us, we do GOD’s work of
Charity, United with one another, and Fraternally caring
for all of GOD’s children, a very Patriotic cause indeed.
May GOD continue to Bless you and your families and
these United Sates of America. Vivat Jesu!!



Enter the “To Be A Patriot” competition
highlighting your best patriotic program
Publish a monthly newsletter or bulletin for
assembly members

FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE
Fr. McGiveny Guild
Every Knight of Columbus and all of our family members
should be members of the McGivney Guild to support the
beatification of our founder
, Blessed Michael J.
McGivney. Please join today if you are not already a
member and encourage your family members and fellow
Catholics to join. It’s FREE!!!

Fritz Leach
Master
Maryland District
Calvert Province
francis.leach@yahoo.com
443-691-4408

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/contact/regi
ster.html.

“Maryland Knights - Serving GOD and Country”

IO Group
Register for the Maryland Fourth Degree IO Group to
receive important and timely information, especially
prayer notices, color corps callouts, legislative issues
important to active Catholics, and much more. Take
advantage of the Maryland District website and the
resources found there - Maryland Fourth Degree https://kcmaryland4th.org.
At the bottom of the home page you will find
Subscribe to the Maryland Fourth Degree
GroupIO by registering for the Master’s Group IO
Listserv.
The image part with relationship ID rId15 was not found in the file.

Or load the following link into your browser - Maryland
Fourth
Degree
IO
Groups
KCMaryland4thDegree@groups.io | Home

Requirements for the Star Assembly Award
https://www.kofc.org/en/resources/service/council/1
0486-star-assembly-award.pdf

Planned Exemplifications

Every Assembly can earn the Star Assembly Award by
completing the following:
• Submit the Report of Officers — # 186 (due
July 1)
• Submit the Annual Assembly Audit Report —
#1315 (due August 1)
 Submit the Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity
— #1728 (due January 31)
 Meet the assembly new member goal of 7% of 1
July’s membership
 Earn the Fourth Degree Civic Award – conduct
four patriotic programs.

5 March 2022, Saturday, Maryland District
Exemplification of the Fourth, tentatively
Columbus Gardens, Nottingham, MD
There are many other Exemplifications planned within
the Province and across the Order, some are still virtual
and some are hybrid or in person. Bottom-line is that we
need to be actively recruiting new members and getting
them into an Exemplification as soon as possible.
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Congratulations to the following new Sir Knights
Marsella Bowers
Donald Booth
George Lander
Salvatore Battaglia
Tint Lwin
William Schwenke
Matthew Shovlin
Ayodeji George Adeponle
James Capasso
Anthony Enweze
Robert Hibbert
Daniel Kieh
Thomas Weigand
Amanuel Bayeh
Declan Eleanya
Joseph Offoha
Michael Stevenson
Tim McCarthy
James DiBlasio
Stephen Szymanik
Larry Brundin
Bobby Lewis
Kyle Rozanski
Kenneth Houtz
Bernard (Bernie) Patterson
Mark Pesi
Alan Norton

too excited to wait for March, let District Secretary Bill
Copes and District Master know so that we can find a
degree for them to attend. Gentlemen, recruiting is just a
fact of life for the Knights of Columbus or any
organization and the Maryland District is way behind.
We must pick the pace and get new members into our
Order and the Fourth Degree.

375
376
376
379
379
379
379
381
381
381
381
381
381
384
385
385
924
1620
2272
2272
2367
2595
2595
2702
2702
2702
2931

Please pray for the repose of the soul of
Frank Bohdal
2367
Larry Veri
2367
Lady Liz Isom, wife of PGK Bob Isom 11511
John Smith
1929
Bernadette Plunkett, mother of PFN Tom Plunkett 384
Pat Cribbin
2861
Chris Coker
Eternal rest, grant unto the Departed O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon them. Through the mercy
of God, rest in peace.
Please pray for the speedy and complete recovery of
Father Bernie Carmen
Terry Mahoney
John Murray
Sean Pomeroy
Chester Olszewski
Lady Barbara Dunn

Thank you to Faithful Navigators Peter Hammerer, Bob
Swietzer, David Love, Goddy Ilonoh, Mike Lewis, and
Charlie Pesnell for being in attendance at the 6 November
Exemplification and supporting your candidates, now Sir
Knights.

2595
5381
14612
1960
2293

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender
of the widow and orphan, you called your priest,
Blessed Michael McGivney, to be an apostle of
Christian family life and to lead the young to the
generous service of their neighbor. Through the
example of his life and virtue, may we follow your Son,
Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his
commandment of charity and building up his Body
which is the Church. Let the inspiration of your
servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love
so that we may continue his work of caring for the
needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify
Blessed Michael McGivney on earth according to the
design of your holy will. Through his intercession,
grant the favor I now present (here make your
request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Maryland will conduct another Exemplification on
Saturday, 5 March 2022, at Columbus Gardens in
Baltimore. Now is the time to start recruiting. Everyone
is a recruiter and we should always be recruiting. We
would like to conduct a virtual Exemplification during the
week in the near future, especially to support our Priests,
deacons, and seminarians. Assembly members should get
with every priest, deacon, and seminarian in your area
who is not a Fourth Degree Sir Knight and ascertain
which day of the week works best for them. Let District
Secretary Bill Copes and District Master how many
priests, deacons, or seminarians still need to become
Fourth Degree Sir Knights and what day would work for
them to attend an Exemplification. In the meantime,
there are numerous in person and virtual degrees
occurring throughout the Order. If you have a Knight who
may be leery of attending an in-person degree or is just

Remember Our Widows, Orphans, and
Deceased Members
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souls in “purgatory,” a spiritual state of still being purified
to enter God’s presence, should one not be fully ready
when they leave this world. Seen as such, purgatory is
not punishment, but really a sign of God’s mercy, aiding
these souls to reach heaven. The ritual of calling to mind
our family members and friends who have departed
earthly life will likely inspire our prayers for them, but it
should also inspire our own faithful living, our own
reaching to touch other lives in a positive way.

Maryland District Contact Information
Master of the Fourth Degree (MFD)
Francis D. “Fritz” Leach
francis.leach@yahoo.com
(c) 443-691-4408
(h) 410-969-1328
7783 Montgomery Mews Ct
Severn, MD 21144

Put simply, it seems the observance of the best of our
national holidays is enhanced when we bring to our
observance a spirit of faith.

District Secretary
Bill Copes
billcopes@hotmail.com
(c) 443-591-8579
275 Woodoak Ct
Glen Burnie, MD 21061

Vivat Jesus!
SK Fr Donald Grzymski, OFM Conv.
_____________________________________________

District / Provincial Marshal (DM)
Tommy Ebaugh
tjebaugh@verizon.net
(c) 443-226-8812

Little Known History
THE BUGLER RATE IN THE US NAVY

District Newsletter Editor

The Bugler rate in the US Navy was established in 1871
and discontinued in 1948. The Bugler was a very
important Sailor in the US Navy. On board ship the bugle
sounded warning calls for almost every activity in which
a group of Sailors took part in. Some of the calls people
are probably already familiar with are; “Reveille,” “Mess
call,” “Evening Colors,” and “Taps.” These are but four
of more than 100 bugle calls that were used in the Navy,
including a few which are used only in emergencies, such
as “Man overboard” or “Abandon ship.”

Mike Forehand
michael4hand@yahoo.com
(h) 410-687-5079

Calvert Province
Vice Supreme Master (VSM)
Michael W. Thumm
thummer75@md.metrocast.net
(c) 301-904-4373
_____________________________________________

Before the days of electrical communication systems, the
bugle was one of the few means by which orders could be
sent from the quarter deck to any section of the ship. On
small ships, a single bugle could be heard everywhere on
the ship, while on larger ships sometimes as many as two
or three additional Buglers were used to relay the calls
down the hatches and into remote parts of the ship. Now,
with all our modern methods of communication, the bugle
has been replaced by the "Boatswain's Pipe" to render
honors, to attract the attention of the Sailors for a special
announcement, or to signal the routine of the day.

Faithful Friar’s Message
In the month of November, we remember and we give
thanks. We remember our veterans, those who have
served our country and those who continue to serve. It is
good to remember their sacrifices, a gift they have offered
to each of their fellow citizens, the gift of freedom and so
much that we enjoy. Without such individuals we might
not have reason to give thanks at the end of the month.
Some families have the custom to invite everyone to share
something for which they are thankful as they gather for
Thanksgiving dinner. Gratitude is an important Christian
virtue, ultimately leading to gratitude to God for all our
blessings.

The use of the bugle or a similar instrument as a military
signaling device dates back many centuries, some believe
originated when someone discovered that a cow’s or
sheep’s horn would make a noise when air was blown
through it. Down through the ages many improvements
were made on these military instruments. No doubt, the

In this month we also remember our departed, we give
thanks for who they have been in our lives, and we pray
for their eternal life in heaven. We pray especially for the
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first was the substitution of metal for the animal’s horn.
This permitted more careful design of the instruments
and, since the metal could be formed into almost any
shape, it led to a study of the proper size and shape of the
tube to produce a pleasing sound.

Maryland District Color Corps assembled a flag team, and
more, for the 1st annual Italian Heritage Day at St. Leo the
Great Roman Catholic Church in Little Italy on Sunday,
3 October. We did a short march around the block after
Mass and presented Colors for both the U.S. and Italian
national anthems. It was a great event and great weather
day. Some Color Corpsmen went from St. Leo’s out to the
National Shrine of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton in
Emmitsburg for the Annual Pilgrimage for the Sea
Services Mass. We were joined by other Color Corpsmen
who were from assemblies out in that part of the District.
Pennsylvania–East District held a virtual exemplification
of the Fourth Degree on 9 October. I believe the Maryland
District had at least one participant become a new Sir
Knight. Later that same day, the Maryland State Council
held the Columbus Day Gala/Ball at the Holiday Inn in
Annapolis. It was a sold-out event. Color Corps from
around the District banded together to form a gauntlet for
the State Officers to enter the ballroom through and then
Presented and Posted the Colors. On Sunday, 10 October,
the Master, myself, the Faithful Navigator- SK Alan
Pultyniewicz, Color Corps Commander- SK Charlie
Dorsey and SK Alan Small from Assembly #1620
dedicated the new Memorial Gardens at the St. Agnes
Council home in Catonsville.

Before the bugle was as well developed as it is now, no
one attempted to play a standard call on his instrument.
Each player invented his own call and his skill was judged
by the loudness of his blasts. As the bugle has improved,
so did the calls. The skills involved in sounding the calls
had also changed. Because the calls progressed beyond
single tone blasts to take their place as melodic
compositions, mere loudness was no longer considered a
standard of excellence. Also, the bugle was sounded, not
blown. It takes more than blowing to sound your bugle.
With the Navy being "modernized" after WWII, the Bugle
Rate was discontinued in 1948.

And then there was Columbus Day! Monday, 11 October.
This was a Provincial event. We had Color Corpsmen
from four of the seven Districts in the Calvert Province. It
was a good turn-out with 62+ men in Color Corps
uniform. Again, the weather was gorgeous. Not too hot,
not too cool, mostly overcast, so no sunburn! It was a
great event. I remember when I first began in the Color
Corps and turned-out for this event. We had over ONE
HUNDRED men turn out in those days. I am not sure why
we can’t get that many together to honor our namesake
every year.

District Marshal Report
Brothers and Sir Knights,
Right out of the gate here guys, we have just a few days
to get men registered for their Exemplification of the
Fourth Degree scheduled for this Saturday at the
Pangborn Council home located at 20340 Leitersburg
Pike, Hagerstown, Md. Although it puts a lot of stress on
our Secretary to the Master, SK Bill Copes, THERE’S
STILL TIME! Get them registered TODAY!

Those were the big turn-outs of the month. Unfortunately,
some of our members also passed away and went home to
Our Lord in heaven. As we all do in the Color Corps, we
stood tall and proud all around the District and sometimes
beyond our “borders” to honor our fallen Brothers and
their immediate family members at casket watches and
their funerals. This just re-enforces one of the most
obvious reasons why we each need to do our part to recruit
new members and walk “hand-in-hand” with them and
bring them the rest of the way into the Fourth Degree.

October was a busy month as we all knew it would be. A
Maryland District flag team, led by the Master, turned-out
at the American Legion in Severn for the annual
“bluegrass jam” which supports the efforts of the Fisher
House Foundation. Fisher House builds comfort homes
where military and veteran families can stay free of
charge, while a loved one is in the hospital. These homes
are located at military bases and VA medical centers
around the world.

I held a Color Corps exemplification practice on
Saturday, 9 October out at St. Peter’s in Libertytown and
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again on Sunday, 24 October at the Columbian Center in
Severna Park. Thank you to all who came to those
practices to help ME get ready for the exemplification on
6 November. The Archdiocese of Washington District
held an in-person exemplification on Saturday, 16
October in Forestville, MD. The Pennsylvania-Central
District shifted back to a virtual degree on 23 October.
Saturday, 30 October the Virginia District held an inperson exemplification in Virginia Beach, Virginia. I
assisted/attended, as well as our Master Fritz Leach, Vice
Supreme Master Micheal W. Thumm, and many others
from around the Province.

Other Upcoming Events:
20 November 2021 – Saturday, 13th Annual AMS Benefit
Mass: 5:00pm, St. John Paul II National
Shrine, 3900 Harewood Rd., N.E., Washington, D.C.
20017

Saint Agnes Council home Memorial Garden was
dedicated in remembrance of innocent victims of abortion
on October 10th. Master Fritz Leach, District Marshal
Tommy Ebaugh, Faithful Navigator SK Alan
Pultyniewicz, Color Corps Commander SK Charlie
Dorsey and SK Alan Small participated in the event.

7 December 2021 – Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day.
20 December 2021 – Monday, U.S. Space Force’s 2nd
Birthday!

Father Michael J McGivney Assembly #2595
Veteran’s Picnic
September 26, 2021

25 December 2021, Saturday, Christmas Day 2021.
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL!
1 January 2022, Saturday, New Year’s Day!
21 January 2022 – Friday, March for Life, Washington,
D.C.
5 March 2022 – Maryland District Exemplification of the
Fourth Degree- Columbus Gardens, 4301 Klosterman
Ave, Nottingham, MD 21236.
Tommy Ebaugh
Maryland District Marshal
Provincial Marshal, Calvert Province
443-226-8812

Our Assembly held its fifth Veterans Picnic at the Old
National Pike District Park in New Market, Maryland on
Sunday, September 26.
This picnic is especially
meaningful as it directly affects those veterans that are
confined to VA hospitals and nursing homes in the
Baltimore area. This year, the patients were from Perry
Point VA Medical Center in Northeastern Maryland. In
addition to Sir Knights of our Assembly and their
families, Boy Scouts from Troop 428 of St. Michael’s,
Poplar Springs, also participated.

Maryland District Assemblies
in Action
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Assembly #1620
Memorial Garden Dedication
October 10, 2021
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dismounted and again formed a line. Patton’s squad faced
another squad, forming a cordon at the foot of the
Capitol’s east steps, as the casket was carried between
them and into the rotunda.

Centennial for the Tomb of
The Unknown Soldier
In October 1921, four bodies of unidentified U.S. military
personnel were exhumed from different American
military cemeteries in France and placed onboard USS
Olympia, who sailed cross the stormy Atlantic bound for
the Washington Navy Yard. With the casket of the
Unknown Soldier tied down with rope and covered with
canvas, waves as big as 20 feet crashed against the ship
during the tumultuous journey.
Since November 11, 1921, the Tomb has provided a final
resting place for one of America’s unidentified World
War I service members, and Unknowns from later wars
were added in 1958 and 1984.
In 1921, Major George S. Patton Jr. held an important role
during ceremonies for America’s World War I Unknown
Soldier. The man who would become an iconic general,
known for commanding victorious armies in World War
II, was then the commander of the 3rd Cavalry
Regiment’s 3rd Cavalry Squadron. On November 9,
1921, Patton helped escort the Unknown Soldier’s casket
from the USS Olympia to the U.S. Capitol, where the
Unknown would lie in state for two days. On November
11, the day of the Unknown’s burial ceremony, he
marched in the procession that escorted the casket to
Arlington National Cemetery.

Two days later, on November 11—Armistice Day and
Patton’s birthday (he was 36 years old)—Patton’s squad
marched in the funeral procession to Arlington National
Cemetery. The procession headed west on Pennsylvania
Avenue and turned right on M Street to Georgetown’s
Aqueduct Bridge (near today’s Key Bridge). From there,
it proceeded through Fort Myer to the cemetery, where the
caisson was brought to Memorial Amphitheater for the
final ceremonies.

On November 9, 1921, Patton’s squad was among the
units that greeted the USS Olympia—the storied
battleship that transported the Unknown Soldier from
France to the United States—upon its arrival at the
Washington Navy Yard. When the cruiser docked,
Patton’s cavalrymen lined up, facing the ship. As the
casket was carried down the gangplank, the men saluted.
They then helped escort the Unknown Soldier’s caisson
to the U.S. Capitol. Once at the Capitol, the cavalrymen

Who selected the WWII Unknown Soldier to be placed in
the Tomb of the Unknown located in Arlington Nation
Cemetery And where was the selection ceremony held?
The person who selected the WWII Unknown Soldier was
Medal of Honor Recipient HM1 William R. Charette and
the selection process was conducted aboard the USS
Canberra CAG-2. In the spring of 1958, the USS Canberra
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was designated as ceremonial flagship for the selection of
the unknown servicemen of WWII and Korea to be buried
with honor at the Tomb of the Unknowns in Arlington
National Cemetery.

holiday season. We hope you will join us at any of our
more than 2,500 participating locations to show our
veterans and their families that we will not forget. We will
never forget.

On 26 May 1958 the USS Canberra rendezvoused off the
Virginia Capes with USS Blandy DD-943 carrying the
Unknown of the European Theater, and USS Boston
CAG-1 carrying the unknowns of the Pacific Theater and
the Korean War. After USS Blandy had transferred her
Unknown to the USS Boston, all three caskets were high
lined to USS Canberra where the selection between the
two Unknowns of WWII was made.

National Wreaths Across America Day will occur in
person on Saturday, 18 December 2021.

The selected WWII Unknown casket along with the
Korean Unknown was returned to USS Blandy for
transportation to Washington, D.C., and the unselected
Unknown was buried at sea with military honors on board
the USS Canberra.

Maryland District Web Site
And Yahoo Group
Subscribe to the Maryland Fourth Degree Yahoo Group
by
sending
an
email
to
https://groups.io/g/KCMaryland4thDegree to join the
Master’s Yahoo Group.
If your Assembly has events that you want to advertise
for others to consider for their participation, send the
information or flyer to Mike Forehand at
michael4hand@yahoo.com. for inclusion in the District
Newsletter.
HM1 Charette had the honor of selecting the WWII
remains. William R. Charette retired as a Master Chief
Hospital Corpsman with 26 years of service, in 1977 and
passed away in 2012.

Wreaths Across America (WAA)
Why We Do It
We understand we have Veterans Day in the fall and
Memorial Day in the spring, but our service members
sacrifice their time and safety every single day of the year
to preserve our freedoms.
In many homes, there is an empty seat for one who is
serving or one who made the ultimate sacrifice for our
country. There is no better time to express our
appreciation than during the hustle and bustle of the
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